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Goals and objectives of the study
The goal of this work is to study the underlying causes for the external migration of 
trans* women involved in sex work, to assess their social and economic well-being, and 
to analyze difficulties and barriers in relation to human rights and mental health.
The objectives of the study are:
1. To describe the socio-economic aspects of the lives of transgender migrant women 
involved in sex work;
2. To study systematic barriers and the experience of migration of transgender women 
sex workers in the context of human rights and physical and mental health.



Demographic information





Forced Sex Work: Risks, 
Violence, and Discrimination



Issues of intersectional identities and 
migration





Complex challenges for physical, mental, sexual, and reproductive 
health and their correlation with the frequent consumption of 

tobacco, alcohol, drugs, stimulants, and hormone therapy





Drug use is divided up as follows:

1) Marijuana– 70% of drug users;
2) “Club drugs” (poppers, ketamine, “liquid 

ecstasy”) and other chemical drugs that are 
smoked – 55%;

3) Ecstasy (synthetic drugs in the form of 
multicolored tablets or capsules) and 
amphetamines (synthetic substances 
containing amphetamine administered 
intravenously) – 45%;

4) Cocaine – 35%.



Almost a quarter (22%) of respondents admit that they may 
have a drug addiction. 
Chemsex is widespread among respondents – 69% have 
experienced chemsex, 27% – often engage in it, 35% – from 
time to time. During chemsex, the composition of drugs does 
not change significantly. 



Respondents act responsibly in relation to HIV and STIs: 66% are tested for HIV one or more 
times a year, and, for STIs, this figure is 80%. Almost everyone knows their HIV status, 26% of 
whom are people living with HIV. This result is an alarming sign of a possible HIV epidemic 
within the group.
Of the respondents, 56% indicated that they have HIV+ acquaintances from the target group; 
32% of them know a couple of PLH, 16% know from three to five PLH, and two respondents 
know five or more PLH. 
The need for the services of medical specialists can be divided into the following categories:
During the past 12 months, 39% of respondents required the services of a proctologist;
35% needed the services of a urologist; 
15% needed the services of a dermatovenereologist.





The most widespread impairment of sexual and reproductive health is erectile dysfunction, 
including weak penile erection, 72% of respondents suffer from this. This is followed by the 
negative impact of hormonal therapy on sexual practices (61%), and an overall reduction in the 
quality of sexual life (17%).  
The respondents have a fairly high level of condom use during sexual contact with clients; a 
majority always use condoms (58%), 35% reported frequent use, and 7.7% never use condoms. 



A majority of respondents (77%) resort to various sexual stimulants like Viagra, Siagra, Levitra, 
etc. during sexual contacts. 23% of them constantly use stimulants, while 23% often resort to 
using them. A large number of them only sometimes use such substances – 39%.
Regarding the frequency of sexual relations with clients, 69% of respondents indicated that they 
receive from 5 to 15 (42%) and from 15 to 30 (27%) clients per week. 
More than half of them are versatile (sexual role) during sexual contacts (54%), which confirms 
the need for stimulant drugs if there is a large number of clients. 31% of respondents are active, 
while 15% of respondents are passive. 
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